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Hermann Schvann
Agronomist
Bergish Gladbach
February 20, 1960

Chairman of the German-China Society
Esplanade No 6a
Hamburg 36

Dear Sirs,

I herewith resign as Deputy Chairman of the German-China Society
because of the following reasons:

1. For many months I have been negotiating with the Finance Office for
a favorable treatment of my activity for the improvement of relationship
between the People's Republic of China and the German Federal Republic as
far as taxes are concerned, since I have had a considerable amount of
expenses. My own financial circumstances allow me to bear the constant
expenses (like trips to China, receptions in Leipzing, Mnnich, Dusseldorf,
trips to Bern, Berlin, etc.) only if I receive relief in payment of taxes.
If the German government, however, considers my non-profit activities for
the sake of the general interest as expenses of a commercial enterprise or
alike, I am unable to accept such "penalty", and I can not prevent the
deteriation of the economic relationship between China and West Germany.
(Exports decreased from 682 million in 1958 to 400 million in 1959)

2. The second important reason is based on the fact that my recommendations
for the improvement of relationship between the two countries found no
approval by the Board of Directors of the German-China Society.

I recommended in 1958 as well as in 1959 that a reception be given for
the Chinese delegation, led by a Chinese Ministers visiting the Leipzig lair.
I was told unofficially that this year's delegation would be headed by a
leading political personality from Peiping (possibly even by Mho Tse tung).

I submitted detailed proposals concerning a circular letter for all
West-German firms which will have an exhibition at Leipzig as well as a
catalogue of these firms (300). I pointed out that this would constitnte
a first-rate political move in view of West Germany's isolation and a one-
time opportunity for the German-China Society in West Germany.

The Board of Directors rejected my recommendations and regarded my
proposed approach to the companies as an unworthEy begging action. Two
weeks later I found out by chance that one company alone was prepared to
make 4,000 DM available, a sum which I considered necessary for this kind
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of reception. I investigated this further and vas told that the time
for preparing such an undertaking has becowe too short. I would like
to add that ifa firm spenda 10,000 DM or more for its exhibition in
Leipzig, another 100 or 200 DM would have meant little.

In view of this one-time chance for a large-scale advertisement for
our Society and after having received concurrence by the first chairman,
I was convinced that my proposal would be approved by the Board of
Directors. I talked with the Chinese Ambassador in Berlin about my pro-
posal without committing myself. Fe expressed his regret that we missed
again our opportunity this year as we did in 1958. Because of the nega-
tive attitude of the Board concerning my recommendation, I have no other
alternative but to turn in my resignation.

3. In view of the political development, I recommend that the composition
of the Board be reviewed thoroughly and speedily. I did not agree at the
beginning and I am now convinced more than ever that the leadership of our
Society should not consist of outright non-conformists. Moreover, we have
not succeeded in establishing a veil representative and politically neutral
leadership. It seems to be logical that the majority of our friends does
not adhere to the official political attitude. It is similarly clear that
a less politically oriented leadership might be more successful in obtaining
funds and consequently be more active. This is the third reason for my
resignation. The cause should not suffer because of personal reasons. If
I resign now as deputy Chairman, I hope that a vivid discussion concerning
toe leadership of the Society will soon take place at a general meeting. I
would like to add that I gladly participate in the Board or Council as an
ordinary member.

4. I shall explain my resignation to my Chinese friends as a result of
overwork. I selected this time for my resignation because I was asked to
have in March private conversation with Chinese representatives which I
want to avoid since the Board apparently has a different opinion concerning
the future of the Society.

Sincerely yours,

Hermann Schwann

-oar-



HERMANN StHWANN
• "	 DIPLOMLANDMIIT leselsth Gledipeek.	 ,20.20VX'Ullit 1960

det . .	 1:

EST AVAILABLE COPY

•••••	 ,.••••	 "	 1:-	 •

Vcrstand der
GesellsohiftHamburi .36 .

2sp1anade 6 a	 • •• •.1	 •••

• ••

•	

•	 . —

-	 .	 .	 .	 .	 ...	 .	 .	 ..	 _
3elti- geelvrke Dorman • mid: • fitment , '.. 4.1. . 1 • '.

•

• •••	 •

.Ficamit-lige idh•main Amrt ai4 . :41fe3c1vaorditse*44* ier. DOG Wader.
• •

.
ALI lie:.:rtltdinefUr •dtdsdnshrpstrdaltAdh .ietenties anflihrets%	 .:—,.....%..-..	 t - - : ...'. r ,: '.:11.1_e**tr,
1.) Seit Nonaten befinde ich mit*. nit meinem . 11.1mtnznint inirerbind-.
lungen darliber l ob die mix in meiner Tatigkeit.zur Terbesserung

•• .der Betiehnnon zwistehen:der Volkarepublik:ChidaIng-der Bundes-,.
revilatk-Deutsdhleiderw4chigenen sear arhab/iellen Hnkosten steuer#...-

• ' be4-itiultie"belianddlt:WirdskaktinneinvedezAtiolzbasine:Zinkommenaver..
'haitniSbe pitd : so idaBAoh:ate Tan'mix-btsher441dn Und selbstvar-. 1
. standlich•getragenen'llikbOhniNts !Ohitareiss;BmpfUnge in leipzig,..

% 1BAchen,DUsseldoif,AuilindaMstedn't*oh-Bern ..ttnCitelsWn rach Berlin;
-: 'Ow Ut*,)AUI dann v ant weurtkdn4wen th.t

	

n	 e.Steusrschonende Be--1
.- handintesieheS-gestellt-istaenn-mma'Ander .BundOirepublik metne.,:
, fernAeden persOnlickinGswinnstrebins lisgends unCazssohlie8lich'
-Almf,die Intereisin-der AIlgensifiheit:anagerichtetp.latigkeit aber.i

nders beviertetyale'diellnkokterv'z.B.iygendeinesffandelannterneh-•
- :•tmend/dann-Vt4mag•iohidiese "Bsitraftng"ilit seinwArbeit nicht	 -4

f kich , zni nehmen•nAd-dani.7ering:iehcvon'aii Auslauch nichts•
'mehr dagegenwu ttn,da8 i.t...anohdie‘Wirtschaftsbeziehungen zwi-

• 116benChinactid , der - Bindami!pub/ik siok'wieder_weiter versehlech--
-teTt(Bipert von 682'Xil1ionsn'inv3uhka108 .:.ziirgokgegangen auf -
. 1106 4114oheftlia gshrbri159)■,.f:..:.': .--- ,l., ..::..........r -. 	. .

'..0 • 2;),Der 7- tWeite• ftir'hich.wesentlichime Ortnd-abitr:liest in der Tat- • ,
• ,dacheoda8 m*ine-VorsithlAge zur•Veibebserttrdst:Beziehungen miss&

-,S	 sclien*denbiiideiti.UndörnInnerhalY•des:Vorstandeirdes DOG selbst.
keine Zustimmung gefunden *Oen.. 	 ..Iqh hatto frUhzeitig vorgesohlagen ? in diesem Jahrowie in Jahre

-' 1 .954AttaigentlIch,der i 24#zIgerJblesse , dar•dertcanwesenden china-
- Sitchen7.MeshedttleEeit$ untee'llthrinig..eUeseldinisters einen Bmp---•

fah or tt gebertli'Nfith•mdr'ilitwilohen gewordonswinotfitiellen In-
'farliittOntn kOnate-mmilm,diebeacilatiN,AlOtt.reghnón4da8 dieses
km4-454.ner dei ffthrstden -. #911)iwehien PeriOnlishkelten aus Peking
(vtillettiht: Wontr Mao'fie•tunglinailetigzsirr:wailön. 	 •
WI hatte sehrAtetil1lierCiNtei6hlega-gomsehtieintmltmndschrei-
benrohentwurf an die in Leipzig auestellenden westdeutsohen Pir-..
men und omen EgOlogAymerlirpirn(etwa 3oc)Ubersandt.Ich.hatts.'
darauf hingewilsen;dares sfo b-di diesem 73mpfang angesichts der-.
.n	 ma .arli404 nzes,gleighzeitig aber such um eine ein- •
imner

Polttik
weiter um sichrifehden Isolierung der Bundesrepublik um

em	
. •

malige Gelegen	 dre-DOG in der Bundesrepublik handeIn • . .
-wdrder.:1-.., .....„ . , - . . ,•_
Der Vorstand Nett's Torschilige vemworfen und das von mix vo*..y.:;
coschlagene Herantreten_antieFirmen ale eine der pc% uUwardigeA

BettelaktiOnangesehenZeider erst zWei Wochen nach dleser Ab-
lehtung hUrte ich rein sufAilispdaB win Kontern .allein bereit

-	 •	 .	 ...	 ,	 .... ••.=,:: 	 '	 I

gewesen vEre,die von mix lai . dieSen Empfing als notwendig erach-..
WM	

-



BEST MAE COPY
4! F'It '• .1!

• ••• •	
•	 •	 104/

••.
toten 4	 to.= 7rox .rux.vazt	 stellen.Ich..bin dieser, ipItrefit.;.•,;••.•,_
schar:t  r.e.n7"..Pere.rgen .. 74ie warde deshalb nioht '=,e 1...= cur TatpaChe,

der cutreffenden r•einunc vrar,da3 die Vorbereitinigszeit,
P.Ir eir derozticos Unt er	 innlisol^en 7U kur Pourrden
71.: der In .:fees/Inc fiber "Bo !!Itelbriefe unur ein Wort: Venn eine ein-.

Pirmn. Piz die A:nate -flung in Ieipsig 10 000.- 1)11 v.n.1
Viel •rnohes davon oneribt,dnnn erielen die vor nix vor dem

Air r• el nen P..•.:=steller ernk r:ten 2 o o • - oder 1 oo Al41 erhaupt
r.c 1 le	 r!.•	 •-
TILL -4"4.:h erCesi:f. '1%.' der .ni.nrrXlicend'amace 	 :417.;.orizuzicen weeltuie

• r a eve a t.,.sellso7n.th	 des rir viereits gbermittelten. 74,i_nver=.A
.--1-" nori o nee dee fro c ! ':er rt--;. :14:7e.nrI on	 le'z'.1413:04sten 7,-••••■••ifol
':!*** der ZustirunIng es V:r r.to.ndes zu neinem	 he.1"rin kornte,':,

±n%..:92.1) stye= erkillirl,	 ',ell :lit de- ncrlirer chinemieol-es
nctso.:!,:tfter	 diar•e	 rit der rahotellen Vozziohf •

n'h^-•e 1=rerdne2.&^e '1"ir.37retlen 'ZIlisaseTiCaerrgolien,Ic?. :labs de•bei •

."0 "%:onte1lt,Ann tr.!". 1?59 die ft•letiools"ne
•A .195a wo lf) .splanillst	 .imc?!'2s...A..gv:	 Iael.2=ta vipzsarint	 1ten,

• - 'olnoeh• 'der ..T.orclintid 'to Tolvto	 mn.:1/44,4.'he 7.4-4.5.ttv4nierrrcr ver - • "
- 1 n r4.4t	 eine--44 r.:;;;I•ione Zorcover• reines

• 74'. 7.1.14.gr... • 	• 	 • .7	 •	 f	 • • :•	 •	 •

• ..	 t*	 t • • • ; -	 r- .

•••• 3;y rtter•l^sioudener "1='.1.0keiohtigyne, der . 1141.-bisohe;i 11t=4-,:rioklung,• • :
.emp4.'eh:te ich	 or:;triasit	 .1.13S4Pieneetrnni...des Tors-tan- •-•_•
:des, teseter.:•GoseIl:ceelf-b::eehrmted ...M44.-.130=_I,gthicilioh 711 b P ten.
Ich hie:at•ea vor-. infang es:Jund.tha".4c- es • net::..r. Bobt•:"neirte it' Ir_tere*

. se ^ur.s.erer	 -teacchtd413	 der,..3pit.r.e...14V-r eirden-
:tiphoba.brieben Ilichttentormittisen,At .k;es 13. 11d.r1140 I Ps richt reix01='
getrAct,eine	 eprtisinettaitAre-,PpA pPlitisol-4- . retrtre Ll e=e . • . _

...s"Itteusir-sChaffen..7)a.-6,:11Z9b1r0S"”sem_	 ..eVoPX1Ias!.clitfit l die hey-• •'",".	 ths-aupiLialats-243.1Atia4erea— 4 t.iO3:14044dnu;asirti42,44t----12/2a ••!' :.:..!-.";•;"...'•;:-11.egt-t:int der . BachtiPad.talAeriLilire:.,114$tirsQ11.,Wer*ger . :iestgele fFte •	 ,
•-•	 •dler lattelbcaohailulplund-Artuit fir

:".umfassende itargriffnehme"dexuAufgekeafetoilerr•:ogi..02,:keiten bieter0:-.
....karniist.,:ebenso-:8141batversitindlt.0.131.0r ..-,liegt...der dri.tte	 •-'

fVx meinewletzigen RtinktZtrit ais dt	 erSonen darf i4.41
. v dd at Eta ote al c' ,.t. sekett an* videnn-• J:cTi 4,-4 stet -vom ..4 4 1s	 llverirei-"ZoI

•teilider!..Vors it tender . tratttekt;terteikorm0. fr0 11 	9.r d sr Genera144;
versammlung eine hoffentli011. 4 1eidensonaftelemkjusayrache darter
in Gang,vem pnn ir Zu:=unft ale 711=1.rig do= Gese_lecl'aft

r• :: .2:DJ. ahnetiirliehtfrials4 4 4/i e.. aeersagsream;Ltm: acs	 • • .1.41,-$:-• • • -.• erfalscht bereit • bin, im-.Vorstonad:.04-ff:,Bedze.t. tas,.4,rewOhnli ohes •14r.it
&lie&	 hirlfemilzad.• :tot =NUL . sgailopt5eb*e.1. ia h au sidritojtli oh erk1Er:r4-4

•2.• . .	 rA3C• •	 .;19 in!,	 • •	 ••

• Da* Cb.liftd	 ete !-irsiy,tierl•_40EestbPXv IrPi4t.t ,i-ebl'bei donzu
.erstarteZden!..atialcSzeterr:vitinge BROttZltik • mikL' Arpel. 4:PjCperinEit.ung--.,..•

. 4: Ibegre.nal.enaank.Lbefie	 AValttit.au:dPgiaAe4b sign- let?. isen .Zeit:4".;•„*Vi
:.:.p	 iceettistrea.-: ishotitr.44.44•WS.N:r.Pidni itS4.40041,114Pcnikl .1	 en- Hotritni-tfaliPtewak,.(lie J:Pb tr•Uff.;140,44t verrttiden 4.0

ovillinachdem . er.;•70Zetka, (1.-.11LeitPnbA,TdxeY	 eJ4en itber;Bninedlaylumg 4.er.:,sgstreallenttaiRst!thakeasjicil....::	 .•	 •
OV	 ..±=4,-..1r• • .!..•••	 •!	 - •	 loittimi_tilv:itititi • . 	 „• •,	 .•••.	 •	 f.

;
•:	 •'itr4geieter •

	

....	 •

..;•44	 „,

•,..


